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CRJFA U8 / U9 Games  

Game Facts;  

 7 players v 7 players,  

 Max. 4 substitutes,  

 20 min halves with 5 minute break,  

 Size 3 ball,  

 Goal Keepers, No Drop Kicks, ‘Live Ball’ 
once ball has been thrown or kicked in by 
the keeper and it is outside the goal square. 

 Throw Ins for the side lines, 2 attempts to do 
a correct throw in, then allow play to 
continue. 

 No Offside but no GOAL CAMPING 

Start of Play (Kick Off and After a Goal) 

 All players must be in their own half of the 
field of play. Opponents must be at least 5 mtrs away 
from the ball until it is in play. The ball may be played 

forward of the centre (half way) line or backwards of 
the centre (half way) line. The ball must touch a team 
mate before a goal can be scored. 

Ball crossing the Side Lines 

The player faces the field of play; part of 
each foot, either on or behind the touch line, uses both 
hands or delivers the ball from behind and over his or 
her head. The thrower may not touch the ball again 
until it has touched another player; an indirect free 
kick is awarded if this happens. Where possible, 
opponents must be 5 mtrs away from the thrower. The 
thrower may have 2 attempts to perform a correct 
throw in, on the third attempt play should be allowed 
to continue. 

 

 

 

 

Ball crossing the Goal Lines 

A corner kick is played if the ball crosses the 
line after touching a defending team player last. A 
player from the attacking team places the ball inside 
the corner arc nearest to the point where the ball 
crossed the line. Opponents should be 5 mtrs away 
from the ball until the ball is in play. The ball is in play 
when it is kicked and moves. A goal may be scored 
direct from a corner kick. 

If the ball touches an attacking team player 
last before crossing the line then a goal kick is taken 
from anywhere within the penalty area. Opponents 
must remain outside of the final third of the pitch 
until the ball is in play. The ball is in play once it is 
kicked directly out of the penalty area. Either the 
Goalkeeper or a defender may take this goal kick. 

Fouls and Misconduct 

Indirect free kicks are awarded for all acts of 
deliberate handball or fouls and misconduct with 
exception of a penalty kick (outlined below). 
Opponents must be at least 5 metres away from the 
ball when the indirect free kick is taken.  

An indirect free kick is where a goal can be 
scored only if the ball subsequently touches another 
player before it enters the goal. 

For deliberate or serious acts of handball or 
fouls and misconduct in the penalty area, a penalty 
kick is awarded from an 8 metre penalty mark with 
only a goalkeeper in the goals. All other players must 
be outside the penalty area and be at least 5 metres 
behind the penalty mark. 

Fouls and misconduct include the act or 
attempt to kick, trip or strike; push, hold, tackle 
from behind, contact opponent before touching 
the ball, deliberately handle ball, play 
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dangerously, jump at or charge an opponent, 
impede progress of player or spit at an opponent. 

Coaches / Managers are to stop any 
disrespect towards the game leaders / referee’s ie. 
Arguing or calling for a foul. This is not accepted 
by CRJFA coming from any level – players, 
coaches, managers or spectators. 

 

 

 

 

 

Coaches on the field of play 

 Only the game leader or instructing referee 
is allowed to enter the field of play while the game is in 
progress. Coaches should remain off the pitch, on the 
sidelines. 

Substitutes 

 For U8 to U9 games there are a maximum 
of four(4) substitutes who may rotate during the entire 
game. Substitutions are to take place at the half-way 
line. It is preferred to carry out substitutions whilst the 
play has stopped, but it may take place whilst the ball 
is in play. The substituted player must leave the pitch 
before the new player enters. 

Standing in / near the goals 

 Players should be actively encouraged to 
participate in the game; this includes no standing in 
the attacking half or their defensive half with the sole 
idea of scoring or stopping goals. There is NO Offside 
in these age groups, 

Promoting Good Sportsmanship 

CRJFA do not keep scores outside of the 
grading rounds. Coaches and spectators are 
encouraged to actively promote Good Sportsmanship. 
Excessive goal celebrations should be discouraged. 

Goal Keeping 

If the goalkeeper has the ball in their hands 
or is just about to pick up the ball in the goal area, 
opposing players should be strongly discouraged from 

attempting to kick the ball. If this happens an indirect 
free kick should be awarded, and the reason 
explained to the offending player. 

The goalkeeper is allowed to handle the ball 
anywhere in the goal square (penalty area). To restart 
play after a save or gathering of the ball with their 
hands, the ball must be thrown or rolled from the 
hands or played from the ground with their feet within 
6 seconds. The goalkeeper is not allowed to kick or 
drop kick the ball directly from their hands (Under 12s 
is the exception for 2019). Opponents must be at least 
5 mtrs outside the goal square (penalty area) and 
cannot move inside the penalty area until the ball is in 
play.  

 

 

 

 

The ball is in play (‘live’) once it moves 
out of the goal square (penalty area). This allows 
the defending team space to build up play. 

An indirect free kick is awarded if the 
goalkeeper touches the ball with their hands after it 
has been deliberately kicked to them by a team mate. 

The goalkeeper cannot pick the ball up 
again once they have placed it on the ground in open 
play and it hasn’t been touch by another player 
(defender or attacker). An indirect free kick should be 
awarded – not a penalty. 

Goalkeepers cannot pick the ball up outside 
the goal square and then return into the square. 

Goalkeepers are allowed to leave the goal 
square to tackle or kick the ball – they are not allow to 
pick up the ball once outside the goal square. 

Goalkeepers are required to wear a different 
colour top from their team and the opposing team. 
This may be a bib or jumper to assist with goalkeeper 
substitution. 

CRJFA requests that spectators, coaches 
and managers Do-Not Stand adjacent to or just 
behind the goals.  
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For further clarification on any game rules, please 
allow the game to continue, resolve it after the game – 
the kids are watching. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRJFA strongly encourages: 

Respect – Fellow team members, coaches and opposition players 

Development – Actively participating in the game to develop their skills 

Family Environment – Fun for the spectators as well as the players 

Enjoyment – Of the world game of Football in Southern Tasmania. 


